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H.R. Exec. Doc. No. 400, 51st Cong., 1st Sess. (1890)
CoNGREss,} llOUSE OF UEPUESENTATIVES. 
Session. 
ME·SSAGE 
FROM THE 
{ Ex. Doc. No. 400. 
RESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
RELATIYl!: TO 
item of appropriation to enable the President to continue negotiations 
with the Cherokee Indians. 
MAY 28, 1890.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
To tlte Senate and House of Representa.tives: 
I transmit herewith a communication of 26th instant from the Secre-
tary of the Interior and accompanying item of appropriation, to enable 
the President to continue the negotiations authorized by sections 14 
and 15 of the Indian appropriation act approved March 2, 1889, with the 
Cherokee Indians, and with all other Indians owning or claiming lands 
west of the ninety·sixth degree of longitude in the Indian Territory, for 
the ces~ion to the United States of all their title, claim, or interest of 
every kind or character in and to said lauds, etc. 
The matter is presented for the favorable action of Congress. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
May 28, 1890. 
The PRESIDENT : 
BENJ. HARRISON. 
DEP .A.RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, May 26, 18DO. 
The act making appropriation, approved March 2, 1889, for the Indian 
service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889 (25 Stat., 1005), provides 
for negotiations for cession of lands of the Cherokees, etc., in the Indian 
Territory; appropriates $25,000 for this purpose, and requires that all 
agreements resulting from such negotiations shall lJe reported to tbc 
President and by him to Congress at its next session, and to the council 
or councils of the nation or nations, tribe or tribes agreeing to the same, 
for ratification. 
Commissioner:::; appointed under tlle provisions of this act llave Yisite<l 
the Indian Territory, held councils with the Indians, but as yet have 
made 110 agreements. You are familiar with the efforts made by the 
commission to agree with the Cherokees; the many changes necessarily 
made in tbe personnel of the commission, and other unavoidable causes 
of delay. The commission, as reorganized, jg now in the field, ami rc-
l>orts received contain some promi e of success. To enable it to visit 
H. Ex. 31'-
2 
all the tribes Ji\'ing west of the ninety-sixth degree of 
tiona! funds will be required, and I have the hon~r to 
the sum of $~5,000 ue appropriated for the purpose. I 
prepared au item of appropriatiou 1or insertion in the 
tiou bill for the ensuing fiscal year,.anu respectfully '"'""'~l"'"'"u 
same be trausmitteu to Congress with faYorable re<~on[lmen<latiQ 
The present act requires all agreements made by the 
ue reported to the President aml by him to Congress at its 
It suggests itself that this may be construed to mean at the 
sion after the agreement or agreements made, and not . necel:~Sali~ 
the passage of the act. But to remove all donbt on this ~:;core, a 
of the kind submitted is desirable. 
There are now only $10,0CO on hand in the Treasury, and some 
may have been already contracted for the commission. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
JOHN w. N 
PropoBed item to be inBarted in the India~t appropriation bill. 
SEC. -. The sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may 
essary, is hereby appropri:1tell to enable the President to continue the 
authorized by act of Congress, approved March second, eighteen hundred 
nine, with the Cherokee Indians aud with all other Indians owning or clai 
lying west of the ninety-sixth degree of longitude in the Indian Territory 
cession to the Unite(l States of all their title, claim, or interest of every kind 
acter in and to said lands, and any a11d all agreements resulting from such 
tions shall be reported to the President and by him to Congress at its 
and to the council or councils of the nation or nations, tribe or tribes, ---·--'--' 
same for ratification: P1·ov·ided, That said commission is further an 
mit to the Cherokee Nation the proposition that said nation shall cet.le to 
States, in tl10 manner and with the effect aforesaid, all the rights of 
said lands upon the same terms as to payment as is provided in the agree 
with the Creek Indians of date January nineteenth, eighteen hundred ancl 
and ratified by the act of Congress approved March first, eighteen hu!J 
nine; and if said Cherokee Nation shall accept, and by act of its le£:isll,ti~711 
thorit.y, duly passed, ratify the t:Jame, the said lands shall tberenpon become 
tile puhlic domain for tho purpose of sncb disposition as is herein provider! 
President is authorized, as soon thereafter as be may deem advisalJle, by 
tion open !!aid lands to settlement in the same manner and to the same 
this act provided concerning the lands acquired from said Creek Indians, but 
said lands are opened for settlement by proclamation of the Prcsiden no 
be permitted to enter upon and occupy the same, and no person villol!l.t.in .... 
vision shall be permitted to enter any of said lands or acquire any ri 
SEC. -. That the !:>resident may, whenever be may deem it necessary, 
exceed two land districts embracing the lands which he may open to oo~""""'""' 
proclamation as hereinbefore provided, and be is empowered to locate 
for the same, appointing thereto, in conformity to existing law, re~isters and 
ers, and for the purpose of carrying out this provision five thousand dollal'l,. 
much thereof as may be necetlsary, is hereby appropriated. 
0 
